
Making and Using a Mating NUC  
(AKA…What To Do With Your New Queen Cell!) 

ACBA LBI: Mating NUC 022020 Rev4 

 
Introduction:  There are many ways to get your new queen hatched and mated.  The one described herein 
involves configuring a NUC (or nucleus) box  as a “Mating” NUC and should result in a good size starter 
colony. 
 
Mating NUC Formula:   

1) Begin with an empty NUC box. 
2) Situate three frames of sealed brood (no/minimal open brood) between two frames of nectar/honey  
3) Add nurse bees to bring the total population to three to four frames of bees 
4) Let your Mating NUC rest (vented but closed for flights) for a minimum of six hours (but not more than 

two days) before adding your queen cell 
5) Use a spray bottle with 25-33% sugar water to suppress the bees while opening the NUC (vs. smoke, 

which would drive them back but not prevent them from flying) 
6) Lift the middle frame and, next to/within the brood pattern, form a vertical channel sized to 

accommodate your queen cell 
7) Gently press the cup portion of queen cell into the channel to fix the cup to the channel while 

minimizing contact between the cell body and the channel (it’s OK to make channel big) 
8) Reinsert the middle frame w/cell, put the lid on, open the NUC for flights, and cross your fingers. 
9) Wait a minimum of 2 (preferably 3) weeks before going in to look for your queen or eggs and/or larvae 

as signs of your mated queen having returned 
 

                
                         Figure 1:  Preparing the channel                         Figure 2:  Forming the channel 
 

                  
                              Figure 3:  Channel formed                                    Figure 4:  Cell placed 
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*1 - You only need 1 frame of capped brood and 1 honey frame.  Make sure   
        to fill the remaining space with follower boards
*2 - Make sure you add a LOT of bees because most will fly back to their home hive.
        I would suggest a robbing screen because it'll start off without any guard bees.




